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Inside This Issue - 

Village Hall will 
be closed on 

 

July 3rd, 2020 
In observation of  

Independence Day 

Brown Bag with Bruno 
The fourth Thursday of each month residents and business owners are invit-

ed to bring their lunch and join Mayor Bruno at the 38 Acre park shelters for 

conversation regarding municipal activities in and around 

Winthrop Harbor. 

The first Brown Bag with Bruno will be July 23, 2020 at 

12:00pm. Bring your lunch, ideas, questions and/or concerns. 

Please confirm your attendance by calling Debbie Melesio at 

847-872-3846 extension 1013. 

Northern Lakeshore Trail Connectivity Plan 

 

The communities of Waukegan, Zion, North Chicago, Winthrop Harbor, and 

Beach Park have been working on a 

plan to connect the northern 

lakeshore. In September, we heard 

from community members about 

what they want to see to make this 

region safe, accessible, healthy, con-

nected, and growing.  

After months of work, a draft of the 

Northern Lakeshore Connectivity 

Plan is ready for your input!  

Join us for a Virtual Open House on 

Tuesday, July 7 from 6-7pm to learn 

more about the plan and give your 

feedback—register via Zoom below, 

and learn more on the project web-

site! 

#ConnectTheNorthernLakeshore #OnTo2050 

https://tinyurl.com/y7gdypq8 or www.ConnectTheNorthernLakeshore.com 

 
 

CPR Classes 
The Winthrop Harbor Fire Department is hopeful to be able to resume CPR 

classes sometime in the August.  Information will be posted on the Fire De-

partment Facebook page as soon as it becomes available! 
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Notification System 
To sign up, visit: 
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-  VILLAGE HALL BUSINESS HOURS  - 

Monday through Friday - 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

FOR EMERGENCIES DIAL 911 

From Representative Joyce Mason (61st District)  
After months of postponing legislative session dates due to the coronavirus 

pandemic, the General Assembly returned to Springfield in May for a spe-

cial session. Although we had to keep session brief this 

year to protect the health of Capitol staff, lawmakers 

and our families, we approved several critical COVID-19 

relief measures as well as much-needed funding for our 

community. I’d like to share about some of that legisla-

tion with you here. 

 

In this year’s budget, I made sure our community was 

included to the greatest extent possible.  Our budget 

gives North Point Marina $375,000 to fund reconstruc-

tion efforts and allocates more than $600,000 to Win-

throp Harbor to make improvements to village buildings. 

It also appropriates $750,000 to Zion District 126 to repair and renovate 

school buildings.  

 

In addition to approving funding to strengthen our community resources, we 

also passed COVID-19 relief measures for homeowners and renters. With 

Senate Bill 685, we eliminated all late fees on this year’s property tax pay-

ments and implemented a one-year deferral on property tax exemption re-

newals for older residents, veterans and people with disabilities. We also 

approved $396 million in rent and mortgage relief to help hardworking resi-

dents who have been hit especially hard by this crisis.  

 

If you’d like to learn more about what we did in Springfield this year, or if 

you need assistance accessing any state service, I’m here to help. You can 

reach my office anytime at 847-485-9986 or Info@RepJoyceMason.com.  

Trustee Liaison 

Buddy Hargett Com. Development 

John Levin Fire / EMS 

Robert Marabella Public Works 

Dana McCarthy Police / EMA 

Fritz Weiss Finance 

Alanna Whitmore Parks & Recreation 

Village Administrator 

Gregory Jackson 
(847) 872-3846 

Administration 

Julie Rittenhouse, Director 
(847) 872-3846 

Community Development 

Pat DiPersio, Director 
(847) 872-8699 

Fire / EMS 

Justin Stried, Chief 
(847) 872-5957 

Finance and H.R. 

Lisa Shaw, Director 
(847) 872-3846 

Parks & Recreation 

Scott Fuller, Director 
(847) 746-3505 

Police / EMA 

Joel Brumlik, Chief 
(847) 872-2131 

Public Works 

Tim Neargarder, Director 
(847) 872-5275 

Board / Committee Meets Every Time Location 

Village Board of Trustees 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. Virtual 

Planning & Zoning Board 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. TBD 

Economic Development Com. 2nd Wednesday 6:00 p.m. TBD 

Recreation Advisory Com. 2nd Monday 6:30 p.m. TBD 

Note: In an effort to protect staff and members of our community, the Village of Winthrop 
Harbor is following all applicable regulations and restrictions as outlined by Governors 
Order(s) in regards to meetings and when they can be conducted in-person versus re-
motely. Given the dynamic nature of COVID-19 restrictions, the format and frequency of 
our meetings may change after the publication of this newsletter.  Please contact Village 
Hall at 847/872-3846 should you have any questions. Thank you! 

http://www.winthropharbor.com/submissions
mailto:info@winthropharbor.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20newsletter
http://www.winthropharbor.com/
mailto:info@repjoycemason.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20the%20Winthrop%20Harbor%20Newsletter


Winthrop Harbor - Proud to be the Cornerstone of Illinois 

Dear Neighbors,  

It is hard to believe that we are halfway through 2020. The first six 

months have been a blur, full of uncertainty and challenges. I would ar-

gue that we are entitled to a redo, but unfortunately some things just 

don’t work that way. Our last newsletter had Illinois sitting in Phase II 

of Governor Pritzker’s Restore Illinois Plan. I addressed our community 

in video format (posted on the Village’s website and on Facebook) re-

garding Phase III and now I would like to touch on our recent entry into 

Phase IV.  

Phase IV permits our restaurants and bars to reopen for indoor service 

with groups of 10 or less, tables spaced 6-feet apart in seated areas, standing areas at no more 

than 25% of capacity and in total space no more than 50% capaci-

ty not to exceed 50 people. Masking is still required. In addition, 

there will be no constraints placed on these businesses by the Vil-

lage regarding maintaining their pre-COVID hours of operation. 

Through the Mayoral Declaration I signed prior to Phase III - 

and to be ratified for a fourth time in July - I extend the continu-

ation of outdoor service for our bars and restaurants. It is my 

hope that these efforts help our food and beverage businesses re-

gain some footing. 

Our playgrounds, basketball courts and skate park are now open. 

Our picnic shelters and Community Center will be available for 

limited rentals. Indoor recreation will be able to operate at lesser of 50 guests OR 50% of facili-

ty capacity with outdoor recreation allowing group sizes of up to 50, and permitting multiple 

groups given facilities have space to appropriately social distance and can limit interaction be-

tween groups.  Our concession areas will remain closed.  

Youth and recreational sports fields and venues can operate at 50% of facility capacity, 20% 

seating capacity for spectators, and group sizes up to 50 with multiple groups permitted during 

practice and competitive games. Social distancing must continue to limit interaction between 

groups. 

Revised guidelines allow the privately owned fitness center in town to open at 50% capacity 

and allow group fitness classes of up to 50 people with new safety guidelines for indoors, with 

multiple groups permitted given facilities have space to appropriately social distance and can 

limit interaction between groups. 

           (Continued on page 4) 

                                                           
 

“We have been and 

remain Harbor 

Strong and we will 

get through this 

together” 



(MAYOR’S DESK — Continued from page 3) 
 

The following link provides detailed information regarding requirements for each industry. If you have any 

questions please feel free to contact the Village Administrator at Village Hall.   

https://dceocovid19resources.com/restore-illinois/restore-illinois-phase-4/ 

 

Village Hall has resumed Monday-Friday operations. However, like most units of government across Illinois, 

and our country, the pandemic has placed challenges on our fiscal and manpower resources. How public 

goods and services are delivered this fiscal year will look different from years past. Village staff has present-

ed a budget with a projected 27.5% shortfall in revenues. In an effort to balance the FY 20/21 budget signifi-

cant adjustments to expenditures were made and approved along with plans to develop new and or expand-

ed revenue streams. Until we further strengthen our fiscal capacity, I know you will support our efforts as 

we continue to avoid any financial impact to you our residents.  

 

This being said I want to offer some information. Prior to the COVID-19 outbreak a budget was going to be 

presented with a projected surplus. This was one of my goals when taking office. The Village Board, Village 

Administrator and Department Heads worked hard to get us there. We evaluated – and continue to – every 

aspect of how the business of local government was and is performed. We capitalized on intergovernmental 

relationships to secure funding for capital projects, we renegotiated contracts, replaced vendors and made 

necessary staffing adjustments. Because we did this, we were comfortable going into the fiscal year with no 

increase to the property tax levy, and that is what we approved. Because we did all this, I believe, we are in 

a better position than some other units of government, but make no mistake we are still challenged.  

 

As I have shared information regarding this year’s budget let me share this as well. I am often asked why 

can’t I do anything about the high property tax bills and about the taxes levied for the schools. In response I 

offer this for your reference. Though we have schools located with the boundaries of Winthrop Harbor and 

one in Zion for our high schoolers we have no control of their respective taxing authority. They are their own 

taxing bodies levying their own taxes. The average Winthrop Harbor homeowner pays only $2.00 a day for 

all the Village’s services and facilities. Village government is about 11 cents of every dollar on you tax bill. 

Our schools in aggregate are 60 to 70 cents of every dollar. We all want strong schools. Strong schools make 

for strong communities. How much money does it take? The municipal government of Winthrop Harbor has 

no legislative say in that matter. 

 

Finally, all is not doom and gloom. The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity has, 

due to COVID-19, extended our timeline to complete our bridge/culvert construction at 3rd and Holdridge 

guaranteeing that we will not lose our $100,000 grant because of delays from the pandemic. We recently re-

ceived confirmation from both Senator Bush and State Representative Mason that the funding - $640,000 - 

for the needed construction at Public Works is on the next wave to be released. Our first round of LPA fund-

ing for road construction was received this month. We are identifying potential ways to supplement this first 

round of funding to complete roads that have be prioritized as part of our recent engineering study for road 

rehabilitation. In addition, we have received a $21,000 grant to pay for police squad cameras and have in the 

last two months recovered thousands of dollars in unpaid fees from two of our utility providers.  

 

The challenges we have faced and that remain in front of us are real. I assure you as your Mayor, the Village 

Board and the Village Staff are not marking time. We are a cohesive group, constantly collaborating and ob-

jective driven.  You, me, our neighbors – we have had our lives turned upside down. We have had to adapt, 

pivot and move forward. We are doing it because there’s little alternative. We are doing it because we re-

main Winthrop Harbor Strong. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all around our Village sometime soon. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Michael A. Bruno, Mayor  

https://dceocovid19resources.com/restore-illinois/restore-illinois-phase-4/
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meet the requirements please contact the Building 

Department.  

 

Local Business Happenings 

SHOP LOCAL!  
We are pleased to announce the following new busi-

ness operations that opened since the last edition of 

the newsletter.   

 

Harbor Brewing Co. Lakefront 

Biergarten 

701 North Point Drive 

The Lakefront Biergarten located 

in North Point Marina is now 

open. For the latest hours of opera-

tion go to www.harborbeer.com 

 

Hunt Brothers Pizza now available at the Mo-

bil Gas Station 

847 Sheridan Road - Open 24hrs 

Call 224-789-7979 or stop by for an “All Toppings 

for One Price” pizza made fresh to order and comes 

with a free 2 liter soda 

 

The Community Development Department oversees 

the Village Building Department functions as well 

as Land Use and Economic Development planning. 

 

For additional information stop by our office at Vil-

lage Hall, visit the Community Development web 

page at www.winthropharbor.com or call us at 

(847) 872-8699 extension 4011. 

 

Business as Usual, “Kinda” 

Lots of Projects ~ Despite the current health cri-

sis (or maybe because of it) we saw an increase year 

over year in the number of building permits issued 

in May. We assume all of those “I’ll get to it some-

day” lists are getting plenty of attention with all of 

the time we are spending sheltering at home. 

Whatever the reason, it is good to know that prop-

erty owners are continuing to invest in their prop-

erties and that they are getting permits and inspec-

tions too. 

 

Lots of Ways to Get a Permit ~ During our shut-

down the Department instituted new ways to apply 

for and obtain building permits primarily by elec-

tronic means. Using everything from email to text 

applicants were able to submit their requests and 

we were able to issue permits to keep their projects 

on track. Now that we are returning to opening Vil-

lage Hall to the public we look forward to seeing 

you all in person again. We still however will be 

able to use the processes created during the last 

few months to offer our services remotely if that is 

what you prefer.  

 

To apply for a permit Call: 847-872-8699 Ext. 4011, 

Fax: 847-872-0124 or email:  

pdipersio@winthropharbor.com  

 

Part-time Contracted Inspectors Needed  

The village contracts with qualified individuals and 

companies for inspection services requiring specific 

technical expertise. Electrical, plumbing, engineer-

ing and in some case commercial construction plan 

review and inspection services, are all provided to 

the village by third parties. From time to time op-

portunities become available to add to our roster of 

inspectors and if you think you might be able to 

http://www.harborbeer.com
http://www.winthropharbor.com
mailto:pdipersio@winthropharbor.com?subject=Permit%20Inquiry%20from%20the%20newsletter


WINTHROPHARBORPUBLICWORKS 
 
BE THE SOLUTION TO STORMWATER POLLUTION 

As stormwater flows over driveways, lawns, and sidewalks, it picks up debris, chemicals, dirt, and other 

pollutants. Stormwater can flow into a storm sewer system or directly to a lake, stream, river or wetland. 

Anything that enters a storm sewer system is discharged untreated into the water bodies we use for 

swimming, fishing, and drinking water. Polluted runoff is the nation’s greatest threat to clean water.  

 

By practicing healthy household habits, homeowners can keep common pollutants like pesticides, pet 

waste, grass clippings, and automotive fluids off the ground and out of stormwater. Adopt these healthy 

household habits and help protect lakes, streams, rivers, and wetlands. Remember to share the habits 

with your neighbors! 

 

CALL J.U.L.I.E. BEFORE DIGGING 

As we move outdoors and begin clean-up or landscaping projects that require any dig-

ging, remember that Illinois law requires you to first call JULIE (Joint Utility Locating 

Information for Excavators) to locate underground utilities. JULIE is a one-call service 

that will locate and mark all utilities on your property. Simply call 811 or 800/892-

0123 to request a locate on your property. To assist with the process, please pre-mark 

the area in which you plan to work with white flags or white paint. Please call at least 

48 hours, or 2 weekdays, prior to the start of your work. For more information, visit 

www.illinois1call.com. 

 

We hope that everyone stays safe and healthy during these difficult times, and continues to practice so-

cial distancing.  

 

At the time of this writing, Illinois is still approaching the target date of 6/26 to go into Phase 4 of Re-

Opening Illinois. The WH Parks & Recreation Dept. is still preparing for this transition, and as more pro-

grams/events are organized, information will be put out on the Village website 

(www.winthropharbor.com) and the Winthrop Harbor Recreation Facebook page. Please check these sites 

often for updated information. 

Continued closures as of now include: 

Schlader Recreation Center 

Community Center 

Outdoor washroom bldg. at Village Park 

 

Openings beginning on Friday June 26th: (Continue to follow social distancing and groups of 50 or less) 

WH Skate Park 

Basketball Courts at Village Park 

All Village playgrounds 

Party Rentals of outside picnic shelters at Village Park 

 

Fall Baseball/Software registration will be starting soon, please check the Village website and WH Recre-

ation Facebook for additional details and on a regular basis for information on upcoming Go! Winthrop 

Harbor walks/runs, Zumba Fitness Classes, facility openings, and more! 

http://www.illinois1call.com


 


